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to the Northern public to know if they would consent to
have the Rebels who had killed their fathers, brothers, sons,
etc., brought into power. President Johnson was, and is,
denounced as a traitor because he does not repel and perse-
cute the beaten Rebels. The passions of the people are
inflamed to war heat against the whole South indiscrimin-
ately, while kindness, toleration, and reason are discarded
and the Constitutional changes and all real political ques-
tions are ignored.

The Democrats, with equal folly and selfishness, strove
to install their old party organization in force, regardless
of the true interest of the country. They saw the weakness
and wickedness of the Radical majority in Congress and
believed that they had committed suicide. The public
was dissatisfied with the course pursued by Congress and
rejoiced that the Philadelphia Convention was called. In
that convention, so unfortunately mismanaged from its
inception, and in subsequent meetings, the Democrats pre-
dominated, and they narrowed the contest down to an at-
tempt to fortify and intrench their old organization, not
aware that the once proud party had made itself odious
by its anti-War conduct and record. The consequence
has been that instead of reinstating themselves they have
established the Radicals more strongly in power. -

Never was a political campaign so poorly managed.
When the call was preparing for the Philadelphia Conven-
tion, I urged that the real issues should be embraced, for
otherwise the Administration would be placed at a disad-
vantage, and charged, in the absence of avowed principles,
with a coalition with Rebels for power. We were, I told
them, throwing away an opportunity. We could, on the
proposed revolutionary Constitutional changes, meet and
whip the Radical faction, whereas if we omitted any allu-
sion to them and evaded the true test, there would be
a general scramble, in which the Radicals would have the
advantage, for they had been organizing and preparing for
the contest. But Postmaster-General Randall and others,